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Ash Wednesday Launches th

Lent is the 40 days before Easter (excluding
Sundays), a time of spiritual examination and
preparation for this most holy of days. Ash

Wednesday is the first day of Lent, and falls on
February 22 this year. M

We will observe Ash Wednesday with wor-
ship at 7:00 p.m. The service will include scrip-
ture and hymns, a brief sermon, the Sanctuary
Choir will sing, and the imposition of ashes.

Be sure to be with us for this experience that
sets the stage for Lent.
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Dresses for 8 or pjohansen@tuscolaumc.org, for more
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with each other as we share the joy of Jesus
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Unbinding Our Hearts

As we come to Lent, and the startofthe probl em i s that wedve nc
alkchurch studyunbinding Your Heart | 6 ghering and that scares us.
been struck by the title of the book and

what it implies. For many of us, we expect that faith

sharing is the pastords
To unbind something is to release it, to  bound by the expectations that have arisen
free it. What is it that binds yourheart? i n t he wake of Oprofessi

our mistaken assumption that the pastor is
For many of us, our hearts are bound by the hired help, rather than the spiritual
the presumption t haleadéramebuidgi ous beliefs are
privated. Wedve been taught to not talk
about faith matters which, | believe, has  During Lent, we have the opportunity to
resulted in a loss of joy about our faith. unbind our hearts from these, and other

And as we lose that joy, we lose the things that hold our hearts captive from
motivation and desire to share faith with  the freedom and joy of sharing our faith in
others. our beautiful Savior. Let this season be the

one that finally frees you from unrealistic
For many of us, even if we wanted to shareexpectations, fear, and assumptions. Let
our faith, our hearts are bound by the fear your hearts be free to share the joy of
that o0l woul dndt Kk n living life with Jdsus byayous side. May gou y
guestions about f ai havedahadylenll just dondt
know the Bible well enough to share my
faithé. Truthfully, Christians in the U.S.
today are the most welkducated Chris-
tians of any previous generation. The

HeltgFamily

At the January leadership retreat, the and extra groceries. This family is having an
Church Council and staff agreed to help a almost impossible time keeping their heads
family, who are clients of the SAM Food above water. We want to see if we can
Pantry. There are four members of this help out a little more.

family. The husband is disabled with

emphysema, pulmonary disease, COPD, One of the needs is clothing and shoes for
and is always on oxygen. The wife has the mother and daughter. If you might have

agoraphobia and depression. She is Ohand me downsdé that ar
currently doing some babysitting, but has the sizes neededarelxar ge, womends
not been able to find a decent payingjob and womends shoe sizes ¢
due to these illnesses. They have two could use jogging pants, t shirts, sweaters,

children who are living at home. The and jeans. A tub will be in the foyer for

daughter is 18, and getting ready to gradu-clothing and shoe donations. Or, if you
ate from high school. The son is 20 and is wanted to donate toward a gift card they
working, trying to support his family but  could use for clothes, please contact Rev.
cannot find a decent paying job. Johansen.

We became aware of this family overthe The needs of this famil:
last year or so, and have provided some what we can do to help this family, as we

assistance to them for power bills, a new obey the command of Jesus to love our

bed and bedding needed for their daughterneighbor.
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Quarterly Mission Emphasis: BET

The Outreach/Missions team wants us to be
aware of the ministry of BETHS Place this first

quarter of 2012. BETHS Place provides a safe and

secure home for women and children who need
to get out of their homes due to physical or
emotional abuse. Located in Tuscola, this vital
mission responds to women in jeopardy from
around Douglas and surrounding counties.

As you might imagine, this mission agency runs
on a shoestring. TUMC makes a yearly commit-

ment to BETHS Place of $2000. During Februar
and March, we will also be receiving a collection
of items needed for the clients. Here are some o

the most needed items:

Gas cards

Fast food gift certificates or cards
Gift cards (Pamida, Wlart, etc.)
Clorox wipes

Printer paper

=a =4 -8 -8 -4

Manna Café

Thanks to Sue Wisovaty and Amy Penne, who
were willing to attend the certified cook class in
January through the Douglas County Health
Department. This means that we will be able to
offer Manna Café monthly, as they have the
training to give oversight to our cooking! This
doesnd6t mean
giving oversight.

t hey wi | | ourtassiah fieldn g

=

33 gallon garbage bags

Liquid dish soap and dishwashgs
1

1

1

91 Diapers size 5 and 6

1 60 watt light bulbs

1

1

soap b
Postage stamps

Toilet paper
Shampoo and conditioner

Laundry detergent, fabric softener, and
dryer sheets

yl'here will be tub in the foyer in February and
March for your donations to BETHS Place. Thank
you for helping this vital local mission.

News

Our next Manna Café will be Wednesday,
February 1. Nancy Reynolds and Jan Chap
will be the cooks. Please be willing to volun
teer your ti me, i f y
forget to invite your neighbors and friends t
join us! This is a great way to reach out to

the cooki

Food Pantry Needs

Food Pantry Sunday will be February 5, 2012 at dish soap, hand soap, and laundry detergent. /- -

both services. Please bring your donations for  always, financial gifts are appreciated so other -

SAM Pantry and leave the bags in the center aislénods can be purchased at the IGA or other ‘

We will have the kids pick them up and bring stores, or at the Eastern lllinois Food Bank. We /1

them to the altar at Cdpprdcidte your faithfulfessimmesupporting the
SAM Pantry.

Any nonperishable items will be welcome,
especially nomgrocery items like toilet paper,
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Together WédpQate

T ’x* Commitments for future giving $479,585.01 Thank you for your continued faithfulness
, Together Giving as of 12/31/11. $399,622 ' in giving to this Capital Campaign. There
We Canl Future giving to be received from commitments ~ are only three month§ left, in order to
$79,963.01 complete your commitment. Praise be to
‘k f Mortgage with First Federal$924,000 God as He is the giver of all our resources.

Applied on mortgage  $720,155
Mortgage balance $203,845
Member loan $146,863

Total outstanding debt ($350,708)

December Income/Exper

Balance as of 11/30/11 ($ 8,610.78)  deficit will be carried over into 2012, and it
. is our fervent prayer that this year will be a
December income $31,736.55

stronger financial year.
December expense ($22,250.87)

Balance as of 12/31/11 $ 874.90

HOWEVER, this does not include paying
out the Christmas offering, which actually
puts us into a deficit situation for 2011,
amounting to ($3860). Full financial reports
are available in the church office. This

Special Offering: Golden

On Sunday, February 19, we will receive a There will be an envelope in your bulletin
special offering for Golden Cross. The giftsthat day for your gift. Please prayerfully
received that day will be directed to consider how God is inviting you to
support ministries agencies in lllinois that support this offering. Checks can be made
support people at all ages and stages of lif@ayable to TUMC, placed in the envelope,
These include Baby Fold, Chaddock, Sunsanhd dropped in the offering plate.

Home, Methodist Medical Center, United

Met hodi st Chil drends Home, Wesl ey

Village, and others.

Later in February, you should receive in

the mail a letter explaining our Lent/Easter

offering, with an offering envelope for your ENTEN

use. Please give as youdre FFERING) d .
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United Methodist Women New

The United Methodist Women are busy planning
events for 2012! A few dates that you may wish
to mark now on your calendar:

1 February 24258 IGRC Spiritual Growth
Retreatd Chatham, IL
February 20 TUMW Hosting Little
Dresses for Africa Work Day (see fur-
ther info in this newsletterp TUMC,

ll

1 March 318 District Spring Meeting
Urbana Wesley UMC

1 April 200 TUMW Mother Daughter
Spring Surprisé TUMC, Tuscola
1 April 20-21 & Festival of Quilt$

Cunningham Spiritual Growth Center,
Urbana
Just a reminder, too, that early 2012 is a good
time to submit your UMW pledge to Susan

Patterson, TUMW Treasurer. Checks should be
made payable to TUMW.

United Methodist Men News

The Tuscola United Methodist Men are starting aAt each meeting we enjoy great meals prepared
new year with our meeting at 6 PM on January by the TNT Sunday School Class. Following the
18", Jerry Leonard is serving as President agairmeal we have a short devotion, conduct neces-
this year, Dick Berg is Vice President and Waynesary business, enjoy fellowship, and a program.
Ward is Secretary.

Tuscola

On February 15" we will host ourAnnual
We have endeavored to contact by letter every Sweetheart Dinner . Our program that
man who attends church here with a welcome to evening will be a performance by Wes Wheeler
join in our fell owshi pWwdséntesainyvétiaa mix of couhtry,ycamedy h ¥
received a welcoming letter about our program and gospel music as well as clever original
this year, we apologize and would ask that you material. His shows are filled with dowrome
contact one of us. humor and singrlong favorites that everyone ca
enjoy.

8wed€v€aﬂ/t

Dirunen

o

)

We will be meeting every'$Wednesday for the

months of January through May and in October. Anyone who attends TUMC (men or

We have special events in September (Chicken women) and their guests are invited and
Dinner) and in November, when we raise money welcome to attend the Sweetheart Dinner.
for Chaddock agency wi Hotwever, inforde G have aicoufit forme& h a d -
dock. preparation, we will need you toontact Jerry
Leonard, 253 -7457, on or before February

11" if you plan to attend that event . You

will hear more about this in the next several
weeks.

Bowling for Liberia

Do you like to bowl? Would you liketo helpour each game, and for the
district raise funds for badigeeded pickup truck terrible bowler, you still have the chance to win
in Liberia? Teams of 6 bowlers are being formed prizes!

now, for an event on Saturday, February 25 at 4
p.m. at Arrowhead Lanes in Champaign.

A season ticket cost for meals and meetings is
$50 and the cost for an individual meal is $10.

But

series.

For more information, please contact Rev.
Johansen, who can connect you with the persons
The cost is $20 per bowler, with free shoe rental.from Quest UMC who are planning this event.
The plan is to bowl 3 games off@in-no-tap.

Prizes will be awarded for the winning team for


http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/

